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monopolize colonial trade and the fisheries, when this was realized, 
gave to Cromwell's colonial and foreign policy its decisive bent. It 
was directed against the commercial supremacy of the Dutch, and, as 
a condition of success in this enterprise, toward the promotion of 
British colonial interests and the strengthening of the British colonial 
administration in all possible ways. The views which Mr. Beer had 
earlier expressed on this matter he repeats in his last chapter, though 
with much additional proof derived from the purely colonial side of the 
subject. The way has thus been well prepared for the discussion of the 
period of the Restoration, when the principles of action which had be- 
gun to appear in the formative period were distinctly set forth in the 
Act of Trade and Navigation. 

H. L. Osgood. 

The Coming Struggle in Eastern Asia. By B. L. Putnam 
Weale. London and New York, The Macmillan Company, 1908. 
— vii, 656 pp. 

It is a sign of the growing interest in the affairs of the Far East that 
books like this can find publishers and, apparently, readers also, as it is 
the third with which Mr. Weale has favored the public within a few 
years. All three books pursue the same theme and in the same way. 
To Mr. Weale the one certain event is a conflict between Japan and 
the West or some part of it, and the greatest of errors is the treaty be- 
tween Japan and Great Britain. That makes peace for the time, and 
Japan uses the breathing space in preparing for the greater struggle to 
come. This struggle has two sides : the one military, and the United 
States should prepare for that; the other commercial, and Great 
Britain, perhaps in conjunction with the United States, should enter 
upon that. Indeed, were the treaty out of the way, the combination 
should include both sides, for " the situation is already very critical and 
the great contest draws nearer and nearer. In this contest Japan will 
be the decisive factor along the vast far-eastern coast lines, unless 
there is a naval combination of all Anglo-Saxondom " (page 519). 

To the author war is the natural state of man, and it is by no means 
undesirable. It is only men who are "ignorant of first principles" 
who can think of a parliament of the world (page 626). "It is inter- 
national rivalry , culminating in death-dealing battles, which is the great 
motive power of the world. The sterilization begotten of a long peace 
is as much the nemesis of a nation as the vainglory of a Napoleon who 
threw himself into the other extreme." Hence we may expect a con- 
flict at any moment, and the only role which the political student can 
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assume is that of a Cassandra (page 625). We might ask why the 
student should assume a role at all, and not merely state things as they 
are ; but this would not suit our author, who takes himself seriously. 
And yet he is conscious that he is playing a part, for at the beginning 
of his final chapter, from which we have just quoted, he tells us plainly 
that his volume "attempts to measure in a few hundred pages that 
which cannot properly be measured at all." 

The book is divided into three unequal parts : " Russia beyond Lake 
Baikal" ; "The New Problem of Eastern Asia " ; "The Struggle Around 
China ". Of these the first is the longest and the best. It is an excel- 
lent specimen of the work of the expert journalist, superficial, bright, 
observant and informing. The author, it is true, did not understand 
the language of the people (page 145), but that matters little, for his 
imagination can supply the deficiency and give at length conversations 
with chance strangers of all nationalities, who agree with him remark- 
ably and confirm his conclusions. His other data are given in the 
same newspaper fashion: "it is understood," "there is reason to 
believe," "it is now an open secret," "the highest Japanese staff 
officers have reluctantly confessed this tome," " reinforced by unpub- 
lished and confidential data." It is apparent that Mr. Weale assumes 
the role of student as well as that of Cassandra, but through both his 
true vocation shows unmistakably. 

With this understood the first part of the volume has value. It gives 
a somewhat vivid account of the situation in Vladivostok, the Ussuri 
region and Northern Manchuria. The greatness of the Russian pos- 
sessions, the greatness of the Russian task and the greatness of the 
Russian blunder made when Siberia was neglected for the Manchurian 
and Korean adventure are apparent. Mr. Weale is at once critical and 
sympathetic ; he can see the Russian faults and yet also their virtues. 
The only Russian of whom he disapproves is de Witte, for he made 
the unfortunate treaty of Portsmouth, which apparently alone prevented 
the Russians from triumphing over the Japanese (pages 310,311). 
But when Mr. Weale passes into the Japanese lines his manner changes. 
After listening to ' ' the new gossip of the road " about the Japanese , he 
remarks, " How they were cursed ! " (page 297), and the exclamation 
expresses the author's thoughts. To do him justice he is, in a measure, 
aware of his prejudice : ' ' There is and must be the same instinctive 
antipathy for the white- skinned man as the latter [to wit, Mr. Weale] 
on his part feels for his brown-skinned or yellow- skinned brethren ! " 
This antipathy makes the latter part of the volume valuable only for its 
statistics, which are elsewhere readily available. Mr. Weale does not 
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understand the Japanese, nor their history nor their institutions. I.£ast 
of all does he know the spirit of the men who direct the destiny of the 
empire. 

The reviewer can only express the wish that Mr. Weale may cease 
assuming roles and confine himself to the work for which he is mani- 
festly well equipped. 

G. W. Knox. 

Union Theological Seminary. 

Americains et Japonais. By Louis AUBERT. Paris, Colin, 
1908. — 430 pp., with folding map. 

The author of Paix japonaise has now contributed to the bibliogra- 
phy of contemporary politics the most exhaustive and authoritative 
discussion of Japanese- American relations that has yet been published. 
It deals, of course, with the "crisis" — as he plainly calls it, though 
Americans generally have refused to take the matter seriously — of the 
past two and a half years , as it has developed since the trouble over 
Japanese attending San Francisco's schools. Yet it is written with a 
historical background, having in view all the time the relations of 
Europe, America and Asia in the Pacific ocean even so far as three 
centuries back. The author has recently studied on the ground in both 
countries the questions that are involved and has made a most 
thorough survey of the contemporary discussions, particularly in the 
periodicals of the two countries. The seven chapter-headings give 
briefly an idea of the scope of the work : " Mastery of the Pacific " ; 
"Japanese in Hawaii"; "Japanese in California (the standard of 
living) ; " Japanese in the United States " (the idea of assimilation) ; 
" Japanese in the Americas " ; " United States and Japan " (covering 
also the Philippine phase) ; " United States, Japan and the Powers." 

In spite of — or perhaps because of — M. Aubert's endeavor to avoid 
the appearance of partiality, the reader suspects that he has somewhat 
of a bias against Japan ; but he holds himself, in the main, purely to 
exposition, though his side-comments here and there are invariably 
illuminating and reveal opinions partially or wholly formed in his own 
mind. The book gains by having a historical background, as already 
mentioned, though rather too much is made of the opening of Japanese 
relations with America through the Spaniards about 1600. M. Aubert 
sees things in the large, and it is the " race question " in which this 
book centers and which appears therein as the great question of the 
future, giving to this Japanese-American crisis — now happily disposed 
of for the time being — a world-wide interest. 



